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IN PRISON.

N. RIDLEY.

I~ writing again, ye have done me an unspeakable plea- y, R,
sure; and I pray, that the Lord may requite it you in that
day. For I have received great comfort at your words, but
yet I am not so filled withal, but that I thirst much more
now than before, to drink more of that cup of yours, wherein
ye mingle unto me profitable with pleasant. I pray you,
good father, let me have one draught more to comfort my
stomach. For surely, except the Lord assist me with his
gracious aid, in the time of his service I know I shall play
but the part of a white-livered knight. But truly my trust
is in him, that in mine infirmity he shall try himself strong,
and that he can make the coward in his cause to fight like
a 1an.

Sir, now I look daily when Diotrephes with his warriors
shall assault me; wherefore I pray you, good father, for*that
you are an old soldier and an expert warrior, and, God
knoweth, I am but a young soldier, and as yet of small
experience in these feats, help me, I pray you, to buckle
my harness. And now I would have you to think that these
darts are cast at my head of some one of Diotrephes’ or
Antonius’ soldiers.

The First Objection of the Antonian.

All men marvel greatly, why you, after the liberty which Axrox.
Osyecr. I,
you have granted unto you, more than the rest, do not go
to mass ; which is a thing, as you know, now much esteemed
of all men, yea, and of the queen herself.
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The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

Because **no man, that layeth hand on the plough, and
looketh back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” And also for
the self-same cause, why St Paul would not suffer Titus to
be circumecised : which is, that the truth of the gospel might
remain with us uncorrupted. And again, “If I build again
the things which I destroyed, I make myself a trespasser.”
This is also another cause, lest I should seem by outward
fact to allow the thing, which, I am persuaded, is contrary
to sound doetrine, and so should be a stumbling-stock unto
the weak. But, “ Woe be unto him, by whom offence cometh!
It were better for him, that a mill-stone were hanged about
his neck, and he cast into the midst of the sea.”

H. LATIMER.

Except the Lord help me, ye say. Truth it is. For
“ Without me, saith he, ye can do nothing;” much less
suffer death of our adversaries, through the bloody law now
prepared against us. But it followeth, “If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask what ye will, and it shall
be done for you.” What can be more comfortable? Sir,
you make answer yourself so well, that I cannot better it.
Sir, I begin now to smell what you mean: by travailing
thus with me, you use me, as Bilney did once, when he con-
vertéd me. Pretending as though he would be taught of me,
he sought ways and means to teach me; and so do you. I
thank you, therefore, most heartily. For indeed you minister
armour unto me, whereas I was unarmed before and unpro-
vided, saving that I give myself to prayer for my refuge.

The Second Objection of the Antonian.

What is it, then, that offendeth you so greatly in the
mass, that ye will not vouchsafe once either to hear it or
see it? And from whence cometh this new religion upon
you! Have not you used in times past to say masses your-
self?
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The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

I confess unto you my fault and ignorance: but know N. R
you, that for these matters I have done open penance’long
ago, both at Paul’s Cross, and also openly in the pulpit at
Cambridge ; and, 1 trust, God hath forgiven me this mine
offence, for I did it upon ignorance. But if ye be desirous 1 Tim.i.
to know, and will vouchsafe to hear what things do offend
me in the mass, I will rehearse unto you those things, which
be most clear, and seem to repugn most manifestly against
God’s word. And they be these.

The strange tongue: the want of the shewing of the Matt. xxvi.
Lord’s death: the breaking of the Lord’s commandment of
having a communion: the Sacrament is not communicated
to all under both kinds, according to the word of the Lord:
the sign is servilely worshipped, for the thing signified:
Christ’s passion is injured, forasmuch as this mass sacrifice
is affirmed to remain for the purging of sins. To be short,
the manifold superstitions and trifling fondness, which are
in the mass and about the same.

H. LATIMER.

Better a few things well pondered, than to trouble the H.Lar.
memory with too much. You shall prevail more with pray-
ing, than with studying, though mixture be best; for so one
shall alleviate the tediousness of the other. I intend not to
contend much with them in words, after a reasonable aceount
of my faith given; for it shall be but in vain. They will
say as their fathers said, when they bave no more to say,
“ We have a law, and by our law he ought to die.” < Be Jobn xix.
ye steadfast and unmoveable,” saith St Paul. And again, 1 Cor.xv.
persistito, « Stand fast.” And how oft is this repeated, < If 3 fim. -
ye abide, if ye abide,” &c. DBut we shall be called obstinate, “*
sturdy, ignorant, heady, and what not. So that a man hath
need of much patience, having to do with such men.

The Third Objection of the Antowian.
Axrov.

But you know how great a crime it is, to separate your- i7"
self from the communion or fellowship of the church, and to 1L
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make a schism or division.  You have been reported to have
hated the sect of the Anabaptists, and always to have impugned
the same. Moreover, this was the pernicious error of Novatus,
and of the heretics called Cathari, that they would not com-
municate with the church.

The Answer.

N. RIDLEY.

I know that the unity of the church is to be retained
by all means, and the same to be necessary to salvation.

But I do not take the mass, as it is at this day, for the

communion of the church, but for a popish device, whereby
both the commandment and institution of our Saviour Christ,
for the oft frequenting of the remembrance of his death, is
eluded, and the people of God are miserably deluded. The
sect of the Anabaptists, and the heresy of the Novatians,
ought of right to be condemned; forasmuch as, without
any just or necessary cause, they wickedly separated them-
selves from the communion of the congregation. For they
did not allege that the Sacraments were unduly ministered ;
but turning away their eyes from themselves, wherewith,
according to St Paul’s rule, they ought to examine them-
selves, and casting their eyes ever upon others, either ministers
or communicants with them, they always reproved some thing,
for the which they abstained from .the communion, as from
an unholy thing.

H. LATIMER.

I remember, that Calvin béginneth to confute the Inte-
rim after this sort, with this saying of Hilary, ‘The name
of peace is beantiful, and the opinion of unity is fair; but who
doubteth that to be the true and only peace of the church,
which is Christ's'™ I would you had that little book,
there should you see how much is to be given to unity.
St Paul, when he requireth unity, he joineth straight withal,
socundum Jesum Christum, ¢ according to Jesus Christ,” no

[* Speciosum quidem nomen est pacis, et pulchra est opinio unitatis:

sed quis ambigat eam solam ecclesie atque Evangeliorum unitam pacem
esse, quee Christi est? S, Hil. Op. Bas. 1550. p. 204. En.]
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* further. - Diotrephes now of late did ever harp upon Unity,

Unity. “ Yea, Sir,” (quoth I), “but in verity, not in popery.
Better is a diversity than an unity in popery.” I had nothing
again but scornful jeers, with commandment to the Tower.

The Fourth Objection of the Antonian.

But admit there be in the mass that peradventure might Avro.

be amended, or at least made better: yea, seeing you will ?\J
have it so, admit there be a fault; if you do not consent
thereto, why do you trouble yourself in vain? Do not you

know, both by Cyprian and Augustine, that communion of {yp. lib-i.

Sacraments doth not defile a man, but consent of deeds®?

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

If it were any one trifling ceremony, or if it were some N. Rip.

one thing of itself indifferent, although I would wish nothing

should be done in the church which doth not edify the

same, yet for the continuance of the common quietness I
could be content to bear it. But forasmuch as things done
in the mass tend openly to the overthrow of Christ’s insti-
tution, I judge that by no means, either in word or deed, I
ought to consent unto it. As for that which is objected
out of the Fathers, I acknowledge it to be well spoken, if
it be well understood. But it is meant of them which sup-
pose they are defiled, if any secret vice be either in the
ministers or in them that communicate with them; and is
not meant of them which do abhor superstition and wicked
traditions of men, and will not suffer the same to be thrust

[® 8. Cyp. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1726, Ep. L. p. 66. The whole epistle,
which is too long for quotation, infers the truth of this proposition, but it
is no where 18id down in it, in express terms like those of 8t Augustine.
The latter in commenting on the Epistle of Cyprian uses the words
“ discessit ab eis dissimilitudine morum, non divisione sacramentorum. .
Cont. Gaudent. lib. 11. cap. 9.

Quia * commuNio MALORUM non maculat "aliquem participatione
sacramentorum, sed consensione factorum., 8. Aug. Epist. ad popu-
lum factionis Donatistane. Op. Ed; Ben. Par. 1685, tom. ii. Ordo novus
Epist. cxi1. col. 458. Eb.]
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upon themselves or upon the church instead of God’s word
and the truth of the gospel.

H. LATIMER.

The very marrow-bones of the mass are altogether de-
testable, and therefore by no means to be borne withal, so
that, of necessity, the mending of it is to abolish it for ever.
For if you take away oblation and adoration, which do
hang upon consecration and transubstantiation, the most pa-
pists of them all will not set a button by the mass, as a
thing which they esteem not, but for the gain that followeth
thereon. For if the English Communion, which of late was
used, were as gainful to them as the mass hath been here-
tofore, they would strive no more for their mass. From
thence groweth the grief.

The Fifth Objection of the Antonian.

Consider into what dangers you cast yourself, if you forsake
the church. And you cannot but forsake it, if you refuse
to go to mass. For the mass is the sacrament of unity:
without the ark there is mo salvation. The church is the
ark, and Peter's ship. Ye know this saying well enongh;
“ He shall not have God to be his father, which acknow-
ledgeth not the church to be his mother'.” Moreover, * With-
out the church, saith St Augustine, be the life never so well
spent, it shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven®.”

The Answer.

N. RIDLEY.

The holy catholic or universal church, which is the com-
munion of saints, the house of God, the city of God, the
spouse of Christ, the body of Christ, the pillar and stay of

[* Nec habebit Deum Patrem, qui Ecclesiam noluerit habere ma-
trem. S. Aug. De Symb. lib. iv. cap. 13. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom.
vi. col. 582. Ep.]

[® Quisquis ergo ab hac catholica Ecclesia fuerit separatus, quantum-
iibet laudabiliter se vivere existimet, hoc solo scelere, quod a Christi
unitate disjunctus est, non habebit vitam. S. Aug. Epist. cxv1. ad pep.
fact. Don, Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom. ii. col. 458. Ea.]
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the truth; this church I believe, according to the Creed:
this church I do reverence and honour in the Lord. But
the rule of this church is the word of God, according to
which rule we go forward unto life. ¢ And as many as walk Gal vi.
according to this rule,” I say with St Paul, * peace be upon
them and upon Israel, which pertaineth unto God.” The guide
of this church is the Holy Ghost. The marks whereby this
church is known unto me in this dark world, and in the midst
of this crooked and froward generation, are these—the sin- Phitip. ii.
cere preaching of God’s word; the due administration of the
sacraments ; charity; and faithful observing of ecelesiastical
discipline according to the word of God. And that church
or congregation, which is garnished with these marks, is in
very deed that heavenly Jerusalem, which consisteth of those Rev. xxi.
that be born from above. This is the mother of us all: Johnii.
and, by God’s grace, I will live and die the child of this
church. Forth of this (I grant) there is no salvation, and,
1 suppose, the residue of the places objected are rightly to
be understood of this church only. «In times past,” (saith e
Chrysostom) “there were many ways to know the church Hom. 4, on
of Christ, that is to say, by good life, by miracles, by chastity,
by doctrine, by ministering the sacraments. But from that
time that heresies did take hold of the churches, it is only
known by the scriptures which is the true church. They
have all things in outward show, which the true church
hath in truth. They have temples like unto ours,” &c. And
in the end concludeth, ¢ Wherefore only by the Scriptures
do we know which is the true church.”

To that which they say, * The mass is the sacrament of
unity ;" I answer, The bread which we break, according to the
institution of the Lord, is the sacrament of the unity of Christ’s
mystical body. ¢ For we, being many, are one bread and ! Cor.x.
one body, forasmuch as we all are partakers of one bread.”
But in the mass the Lord’s institution is not observed:
for we be not all partakers of one bread, but one devour-
eth all, &e. So that, as it is used, it may seem a sacrament

" of singularity, and of a certain special privilege for one sect

of people, whereby they may be discerned from the rest,
rather than a sacrament of unity, wherein our knitting to-
gether in one is represented.
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H. LATIMER.

Yea, what fellowship hath Christ with Antichrist? There-
fore is it not lawful to bear the yoke with papists. ¢ Come
forth from among them, and separate yourselves from them,
saith the Lord.” It is one thing to be the church indeed,
another thing to counterfeit the church. Would God, it
were well known what is the forsaking of the church! In
the king’s days that dead is, who was the church of England ?
The king and his fautors; or massmongers in corners? If
the king and the fautors of his proceedings; why be not we
now the church, abiding in the same proceedings? If clan-
cularly massmongers might be of the church, and yet contrary
the king’s proceedings; why may not we as well be of the
church, contrarying the queen’s proceedings?

Not all that be covered with the title of the church, are
the church indeed. ¢ Separate thyself from them that are
such,” saith St Paul. From whom? The text hath before,
«If any man follow other doctrine, &c. he is puffed up and
knoweth nothing,” &c. Weigh the whole text, that ye
may perceive what is the fruit of contentious disputations.
But wherefore are such men said to know nothing, when
they know so many things? You know the old verses,

Hoc est nescire, sine Christo plurima scire ;
Si Christum bene scis, satis est, si cetera nescis.

That is, “This is to be ignorant; to know many things
without Christ. If thou knowest Christ well, thou knowest
enough, though thou know no more.” Therefore would St
Paul know nothing but Jesus Christ crucified, &e. As many
as are papists and massmongers, they may well be said to

‘know nothing. For they know not Christ: forasmuch as

in their massing they take much away from the benefit and
merit of Christ.

The Sixzth Objection of the Antonian.

That church which you have deseribed unto me is in-

visible, but Christ’s church is visible and known. For else

why would Christ have said, Dic ecclesioo, ““ Tell it unto the
church?” For he had commanded in vain to go unto the
church, if a man cannot tell which is it.

(414

AND HUGH LATIMER. 12

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

The church which I have described is visible; it hath N, Ri.
members, which may be seen, and also I have before de-
clared by what marks and tokens it may be known. But if
either our eyes are so dazzled that we cannot see, or that
Satan hath brought such darkness into the world that it is
hard to discern the true church; that is not the fault of
the church, but either of our blindness, or of Satan’s dark-
ness. But yet in this most deep darkness there is one
most clear candle, which, of itself alone, is able to put away
all darkness. «“Thy word is a candle unto my feet, and a ps. cxix.
light unto my steps.”

The Seventh Objection of the Antowian.

The church of Christ is a catholic or universal church, é;:E:T
dispersed throughout the whole world. This church is the VII.
great house of God. In this are good men and evil
mingled together, goats and sheep, corn and chaff. It is Matt. xxv,
the net, which gathereth all kind of fishes. This church
cannot err, because Christ hath promised it his spirit, which
shall lead it into all truth, and that the gates of hell shall Matt. xvi.
not prevail against it; that he will be with it unto the end aatt. xxviii.
of the world. Whatsoever it shall loose or bind upon earth,
shall be ratified in heaven, &e. This church is the pillar
and stay of the truth; this is it for the which St Augustine® }Tim- iii
saith, he believeth the gospel. DBut this universal church frist. fun-
alloweth the mass, because the more part of the same cp-5
alloweth it. Therefore, &ec.

Tlhe Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

T grant that the name of the church is taken after three N. Ruc.
divers manners in the scripture.
[* Ego verd evangelio non crederem, nisi mz catholice Ecclesiz

commoveret auctoritas. . S. Aug. cont. Ep. Fund. cap. 5. Op. Ed. Ben.
Par. 1685, tom. viii. col. 154. En.]
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Sometime for the whole multitude of them which profess
the name of Christ, of the which they are also named chris-
tians. But, as St Paul saith of the Jew, “ Not every one is
a Jew, that is a Jew outwardly, &c. Neither yet all that
be of Israel are counted the seed.” Even so, not every one
which is a christian outwardly, is a christian indeed. For
“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, the same is
none of his.” Therefore that church, which is his body, and
of which Christ is the head, standeth only of living stones
and true christians, not only outwardly in name and title,
but- inwardly in heart and in truth.

But forasmuch as this church, which is the second taking
of the church, as touching the outward fellowship, is con-
tained within that great house, and hath with the same
outward society of the sacraments and ministry of the word;
many things are spoken of that universal church (which St
Augustine’ calleth the mingled church) which cannot truly
be understood, but only of that purer part of the church.
So that the rule of Tyconius concerning the mingled church
may here well take place; when there is attributed unto the
whole church that which cannot agree unto the same, but
by reason of the one part thereof; that is, either for the
multitude of good men, which is the church indeed; or for
the multitude of evil men, which is the malignant church
and synagogue of Satan.

And [this] is also the third taking of the church, of
the which, although there be seldomer mention in the serip-
tures in that signification, yet in the world, even in the
most famous assemblies of Christendom, this church hath
borne the greatest swing. This distinction presupposed of
the three sorts of churches, it is an easy matter, by a figure
called synedoche, to give to the mingled and universal

[* Regula Secunda Tichonii—* Secunda est de Domini corpore bipar-
tito, quod quidem non ita debuit appellari; non enim re vera Domini
corpus est quod cum illo non erit in #ternum; sed dicendum fuit, de
Domini eorpore vero atque permixto, aut vero atque simulato, vel
quid aliud; quia non solum in mternum, verum etiam nunc hypocrite
non cum illo esse dicendi sunt, quamvis in ejus esse videantur Eccle-
sta, unde poterat ista regula et sic appellari, ut diceretur de permixta
Ecelesia. 8. Aug. de doct. Christ, lib. 111, eap. 32. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685,
tom. iil. p. 1, col. 58. Ep.]
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church that which cannot truly be understood but only of
the one part thereof.
But if any man will stiffly affirm, that universality doth
so pertain unto the church, that whatsoever Christ hath
promised to the church, it must needs be understanded of that,
I would gladly know of the same man where that universal
church was, in the times of the patriarchs and prophets, of
Noah, Abraham, and Moses (at such times as the people
would have stoned him,) of Elias, of Jeremy,—in the time Exod. xvii.

Kings xix.

of Christ, and the dispersion of the apostles,—in the time Jor.
Theod. Ecc.

of Arius, when Constantius was emperor, and Felix, bishop Hist. lib. ii.
cap. 15 & 16,

of Rome, succeeded Liberius?

It is worthy to be noted, that Lyra writeth upon Matthew: ra in

“The church, saith he, doth not stand in men, by reason of

their power or dignity, whether it be ecclesiastical or secular.

For many princes and popes and other inferiors have been

found to have fallen away from God®.” Therefore the church

consisteth in those persons in whom is true knowledge and

confession of the faith and of the truth. Evil men, (as it e pamit,

p.

is in a gloss of the Decrees) are in the church in name, Eccles.

and not in deed®. And St Augustme, Contra Cresconium Lib. . cap-

grammaticum®, saith, < Whosoever is afraid to be deceived

by the darkness of this question, let him ask counsel at the

same church of it, which church the scripture doth point

out without any doubtfulness.” All my notes which I have

written and gathered out of such authors as I have read in

this matter and such like, are come into the hands of such

as will not let me have the least of all my written books.

Wherein I am enforced to complain of them unto God:

for they spoil me of all my labours which I have taken in

[® Ecclesia non consistit in hominibus, ratione potestatis vel digni-
tatis ecclesiasticee vel secularis, quia multi principes, et summi ponti-
fices et alii inferjores inventi sunt apostasse & fide. Bibl. Lat. cum gloss.
ord. et Nic, de Lyra. Ed. Bas. 1502. fol. 52. in Matth. xvi. cap. Ep.]

[® Vel distingue, nam sunt quidam in Ecclesia, nomine et re, ut
boni Catholici, quidam nomine nec re, ut precisi, quidam nomine fan-
tum—quidam re tantum. Decret. 2 Pars Causa xxxiii. Quest. 3. de
Penit. dist. i. cap. 70. Decret. Grat. Ed. Par. 1585, col. 2092. Ebp.]

[* 8. Aug. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom ix. col. 407. Quisquis falli
metuit, hujus obscuritate quastionis, eamdem ecclesiam de illa comsulat
quam sine ulla ambiguitate Sancta Seriptura demonstrat. Ep.]
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my study these many years. My memory was never good :

for help whereof I have used for the most part to gather
out notes of my reading, and so to place them, that thereby
I might have had the use of them, when the time required.
But. who knoweth whether this be God’s will that I should
be thus ordered, and spoiled of the poor learning I had (as
methought) in store, to the intent that I, now destitute of
that, should from henceforth learn only to know, with Paul,
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might seem to such as do not attain unto his meaning, that
he preferred the church far before the gospel, and that the
church hath a free authority over the same. DBut that godly
man never thought so. It were a saying worthy to be brought
forth against the Anabaptists, which think the open ministry
to be a thing not necessary, if they anything esteemed such
testimonies. I would not stick to affirm, that the more part
of the great house, that is to say, of the whole universal

1Cor.ii.  Christ and him crucified? The Lord grant me herein to be church, may easily err. And again, I would not stick to
a good young scholar, and to learn this lesson so well, that affirm, that it is one thing to be gathered together in the
neither death nor life, wealth nor woe, &c. make me ever name of Christ, and another thing to come together with a
to forget that. Amen. Amen. mass of the Holy Ghost going before®. For in the first Christ
ruleth; in the latter, the devil beareth the swing, and how
H. LATIMER. then can anything be good that they go about? From this
H. Latn 1 have no more to say in this matter; for you yourself latter shall our six articles come forth again into the light,
have said all that is to be said. That same vehement say- they themselves being very darkness.
ing of St Augustine, “I would not believe the gospel, &e.” But it is demanded, whether the sounder or better part A question.
was wont to trouble many men: as I remember I have read of the catholic church may be seen of men or no? St Paul
Mel. de Ecc. jt well qualified of Philip Melancthon, but my memory is -gaith, “The Lord knoweth them that are his.” What manner Answer.

altogether slippery. This it is in effect. The church is not
a judge, but a witness'. There were in his time that lightly
esteemed the testimony of the church, and the outward ministry
of preaching, and rejected the outward word itself, sticking
only to their inward revelations. Such rash contempt of the
word provoked and drove St Augustine into that excessive vehe-
mence. In the which, after the bare sound of the words, he

[* Quod Augustinus ait, * Evangelio non crederem nisi me Catholice
Eecclesie commoveret auctoritas;” hee verba mon hoc volunt, quod
Eeclesie auctoritas major sit quam evangelii sen scripture, aut quod
Ecclesia possit evangelium abolere. Sed quum fides affirmet aliquid
certi de voluntate Dei, necesse est eam non ab humana auctoritate
pendere, sicut et Johannes inquit, Deum nemo vidit unquam, Unige-
nitus filius qui est in sinu Patris, ille enarravit. Eecclesia tantum
testatur hanc seripturam divinitus acceptam esse, sicut nuncius testatur
se mandata Domini perferre. Fides igitur que affirmat de voluntate
Dei pendet ex ipso verbo Dei, etiamsi ad cognitionem verbi invitatur
Ecclesiz testimonio, sicut Judex non credit narrationi, nisi propter

of speaking is this, in commendation of the Lord, if we
know as well as he, who are his? Well, thus is the text,
“The sure foundation of God standeth still, and hath this
seal : the Lord knoweth them that are his. And let every
man that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”
Now, how many are there of the whole catholic church of
England which depart from iniquity? How many of the
noblemen, how many of the bishops or clergy, how many of
the rich men or merchants, how many of the queen’s council-
lors, yea, how many of the whole realm? In how -small
room then, I pray you, is the true church within the realm
of England? And where is it? And in what state? I had
a conceit of mine own, well grounded (as they say) when I
began, but now it is fallen by the way. '

The Eighth Objection of the Antonian.

General councils represent the universal church, and have Axrox.
this promise of Christ: « Where two or three be gathered 8}’;’15"
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them,” Mt xvil

[® See note E. at the end of the volume. Ebp.]

testes. Nec tamen sequitur qued testes mutare narrationem possint:
item nuncio credimus, nee sequitur quod nuncins mutare mandata
possit. Ita Ecclesi® credimus tanquam testi aut nuncio. Melanct.
Op.-Ed. Wit. 1601, tom, iv. p. 502. Disputatio Secunda de Eccles.
eap. 17—22. Ebn.]
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If Christ will be present with two or three, then much more
where there is so great a multitude, &ec. But in general
councils mass hath been approved and used. Therefore, &e.

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

Of the universal church, which is mingled of good and
bad, thus I think: Whensoever they which be chief in it,
which rule and govern the same, and to whom the rest of
the whole mystical body of Christ doth obey, are the lively
members of Christ, and walk after the guiding and rule of
his word, and go before the flock towards everlasting life;
then undoubtedly councils, gathered together of such guides
and pastors of the christian flock, do indeed represent the
universal church; and, being so gathered in the name of
Christ, they have a promise of the gift and guiding of his
Spirit into all truth. But that any such council hath at any
time allowed the mass, such a one as omrs was of late, in
a strange tongue, and stuffed with so many absurdities, errors,
and superstitions; that I utterly deny, and I affirm it to be
impossible. For like as there is no agreement between light
and darkness, between Christ and Belial; so surely super-
stition and the sincere religion of Christ, will-worship and
the pure worshipping of God, such as God requireth of
his, that is, in spirit and truth, can never agree together.
But ye will say, where so great a company is gathered
together, it is not credible, but there be two or three
gathered in the name of Christ. I answer, if there be one
hundred good, and two hundred bad, forasmuch as the de-
crees and ordinances are pronounced according to the greater
number of the multitude of voiees, what can the loser
number of voices avail? It is a known thing, and a com-
mon proverb, ¢“Oftentimes the greater part overcometh the
better.”
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The more part in my time did bring forth the six articles; for

then the king would so have it, being seduced of certain.
Afterward the more part did repeal the same, our good
Josiah willing to have it so. The same articles now again,

alas! another greater, but worse part hath restored. O what

an uncertainty is this! But after this sort most commonly

are man’s proceedings. God be merciful unto us! Who

shall deliver us from such torments of mind? Therefore is Death the
death the best physician, but unto the faithful, whom she sician tothe
together and at once delivereth from all griefs.—You must

think this written upon this occasion, becanse you would needs

have your paper blotted.

The Ninth Objection of the Antonian.

If the matter should go thus, that in general councils Axtox.
men shall not stand to the more number of the whole mul-1X.
titude (I mean of them which ought to give voices), then
should no certain rule be left unto the church, by the which
controversies in weighty matters might be determined. But
it is not to be believed, that Christ would leave his church

destitute of so necessary a help and safeguard.

The Answer.

N. RIDLEY.

N. Rin.

Christ, who is the most loving spouse of his espoused g

the church, who also gave himself for it, that he might
sanctify it unto himself, did give unto it abundantly all things
which are necessary to salvation, but yet so, that the church
should declare itself obedient unto him in all things, and
keep itself within the bounds of his commandments, and
further not to seek any thing, which he teacheth not, as
necessary unto salvation. Now further, for determination
of all controversies in Christ’s religion, Christ himself hath
left unto the church not only Moses and the prophets, whom Luke XV

H' LATIMER. he willeth his church in all doubts to go unto and ask counsel
Tresm,. s tounching general councils, at this present I have no at; but also the Gospels and the rest of the body of the
fﬂ“ﬁ{;ﬁsh more to say, than you Pave said. Only I refer you to your New Testament. In the which, whatsoever is hard in Moses Isai viil-
puliaments own experience, to think of our country parliaments and and the prophets, whatsoever is necessary to be known unto

cations.  convocations, how and what ye have there seen and heard. salvation, is revealed and opened.
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So that now we have no need to say, Who shall climb
into heaven, or who shall go down into the depth, to tell what
is needful to be done? Christ hath done both, and hath
commended unto us the word of faith, which also is abun-
dantly declared unto us in his word written; so that here-
after, if we walk earnestly in this way, to the searching out
of the truth, it is not to be doubted but through the cer-
tain benefit of Christ’s Spirit, which he hath promised unto
his, we may find it, and obtain everlasting life. Should men
ask counsel of the dead for the living?” saith Esay. ¢“Let
them go rather to the law and to the testimony,” &c. Christ
sendeth them that be desirous to know the truth unto the
scriptures, saying, ¢“Search the scriptures.” 1 remember a
like thing well spoken by Hierome, ¢Ignorance of the scrip-
tures is the mother and cause of all errors.” And in another
place, as I remember in the same author, “The knowledge
of the scriptures is the food of everlasting life.” But now
methinketh I enter into a very broad sea, in that I begin
to shew, either out of the scriptures themselves, or out of
the ancient writers, how much the holy scripture is of force
to teach the truth of our religion. But this is it that I am
now about, that Christ would have the church, his spouse,
in all doubts to ask counsel at the word of his Father, writ-
ten, and faithfully left and commended unto it in both Tes-
taments, the Old and the New. Neither do we read that
Christ in any place hath laid so great a burden upon the
members of his spouse, that he hath commanded them to
go to the universal church. ¢ Whatsoever things are writ-
ten,” saith Paul, “are written for our learning:” and it is
true that “Christ gave unto his church some apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some shepherds and teachers, to
the edifying of the saints, till we all come to the unity of
faith,” &ec. But that all men should meet together, out
of all parts of the world, to define of the articles of our
faith, I neither find it commanded of Christ, nor written in
the word of God.

H. LATIMER.

There is a diversity betwixt things pertaining to God or
faith, and politic and civil matters. For in the first we must
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stand only to the scriptures, which are able to make us all
perfect and instructed unto salvation, if they be well under- 2 Tim.ii.
stood. And they offer themselves to be well understood only

to them which have good wills, and give themselves to study

and prayer. Neither are there any men less apt to understand

them than the prudent and wise men of the world.

But in the other, that is, in civil or politic matters, often-
times the magistrates do tolerate a less evil for avoiding of
a greater; as they which have this saying oft in their mouths,
“ Better an inconvenience than a mischief:” and, < It is the
property of a wise man,” saith one, “to dissemble many things,
and he that cannot dissemble cannot rule.” In which sayings
they bewray themselves, that they do not earnestly weigh what
is just, what is not. Wherefore, forasmuch as man’s laws,
if it be but in this respect only, that they be devised by men,
are not able to bring any thing to perfection, but are enforced
of necessity to suffer many things out of square, and are com-
pelled sometime to wink at the worst things; - seeing- they
know not how to maintain the common peace and quiet;
otherwise they do ordain that the more part shall take place.
You know what these kinds of speeches mean, ¢ I speak after Gal.iii.

1 Cor. iii.

the manner of men.,”—* Ye walk after the manner of men.”— {}g“éx};l‘

« All men are liars.” And that of St Augustine, ““If ye live tl;iabc.tiéngio
after man’s reason, ye do not live after the will of God'.” T

The Tenth Objection of the Antonian.

If ye say that councils have sometimes erred, or may err, Awrow.
how then should we believe the catholic church? For the "
councils are gathered by the authority of the catholic church.

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

From “may be,” to “be indeed,” is no good argument; N. Rio
but from “being,” to “may be,” no man doubteth but it is

[* 8. Aug. Retract. lib. 1. cap. 10. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom. i.
col. 16. In the 9th and 10th chapters the sense of these words may
frequently be inferred, but the words themselves do not occur. Ep.]
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Socratis 2 most sure argument. But now that councils have some-
lib, i time erred it is manifest. How many councils were there
the east part of the world, which condemned the Nicene
council? And all those which would not forsake the same,
they called by a slanderous name (as they thought) ¢ Ho-
Soeratis . mousians.’ Were not Athanasius, Chrysostom, Cyril, Eu-

lib.i.cap.  stachius, men very well learned and of godly life, banished,

Theod b-v- and condemned as famous heretics, and that by wicked
Objection.  gouncils? How many things are there in the canons and
constitutions of the councils, which the papists themselves
do much mislike ?

But here, peradventure, one man will say unto me, “We
will grant you this in provincial councils, or councils of some
one natien, that they may sometimes err, forasmuch as they
do not represent the universal church: but it is not to be
believed, that the general and full councils have erred at any
time.” Here, if I had my books of the councils, or rather
such notes as I have gathered out of those books, I could bring
something which should serve for this purpose. But now
seeing I have them not, I will recite one place only out of

St Augustine, which (in my judgment) may suffice in this
Debap.con- matter, instead of many'. “ Who knoweth not,” saith he,
lib.it. cap-3. «¢ that the holy Seripture is so set before us, that it is not

lawful to doubt of it, and that the letters of bishops may
be reproved by other wiser men’s words, and by councils;
and that the councils themselves, which are gathered by

Answer.

[* Quis autem nesciat sanctam scripturam canonicam, tam veteris
quam novi Testamenti, certis suis terminis contineri, eamque omni-
bus posterioribus episcoporum literis ita preponi, ut de illo omnino
dubitari et disceptari non possit, utrum verum vel utrum rectum sit,
quidquid in ea scriptum esse constiterit; episcoporum autem literas,
que post confirmatum canonem vel scripte sunt vel scribuntur, et
per sermonem forte sapientiorem cujuslibet in ea re peritioris, et per
aliorum episcoporum graviorem auctoritatem doctioremque prudentiam,
et per concilia licere reprehendi, si quid in eis forté & veritate devia-
tum est; et ipsa concilia, que per singulas regiones vel provincias
fiunt, plenariorum conciliorum auctoritati, que fiunt ex universo orbe
Christiano, sine ullis ambagibus cedere; ipsaque plenaria sepe priora
posterioribus emendari, cum aliquo experimento rerum aperitur quod
clausum erat, et cognoscitur quod latebat? S. Aug. Op. Ed. Ben. Por.
1685, tom. ix. col. 98. Eb.]
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provinces and countries, do give place to the authority of
the general and full councils; and that the former general
councils are amended by the latter, when as by some ex-
perience of things, either thaf which was shut up is epened,
or that which was hid is known?” Thus much of Au-
gustine. But I will plead with our Antonian upon matter
confessed here with us, whenas papistry reigned. I pray
you, how doth that book, which was called *The Bishop's 35,
Book®,” made in the time of king Henry VIII, whereof Book.
the bishop of Winchester is thought to be either the first
father or chief gatherer, how doth it (I say) sharply re-
prove the Florentine council’?, in which was decreed the
supremacy of the bishop of Rome, and that with the con-
sent of the emperor of Constantinople and of the Gre-
cians? So that, in those days, our learned ancient fathers
and bishops of England did not stick to affirm, that a
general council might err.

But methinketh I hear another man desplsmg all that
I have brought forth, and saying, ¢ These which you have
called councils, are not worthy to be called councils, but
rather assemblies and conventicles of heretics.” «I pray you,
sir, why do you judge them worthy of so slanderous a name ?”
—* Because,” saith he, “they decreed things heretical, con-
trary to true godliness and sound doctrine, and against the
faith of christian religion.” The cause is weighty, for the
which they ought of right so to be called. But if it be so,
that all councils ought to be despised, which decreed any- ! Tim.vi.
thing contrary to sound doctrine, and the true word, which
is according to godliness; forsomuch as the mass, such as we
have had here of late, is openly against the word of God,
forsooth it must follow of necessity, that all such councils
as have approved such masses, ought of right to be fled
and despised, as conventicles and assemblies of men that
stray from the truth.

[® See note F. at the end of the volume. Ep.]

[® This council was originally assembled at Ferrara by Eugene IV.
Jan. 10, 1438, in opposition to that of Basil. It was attended by John
Palzologus, Emperor of Constantinople, and Joseph, Patriarch of the
same city. In consequence of the plague it removed to Florence, Feb.
29, 1439, till April 26, 1442. Ebp.]
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The bishop ‘Another man allegeth unto me the authority of the bishop

authority.  of Rome, ¢ without which neither can the councils,” saith
he, “be lawfully gathered, neither, being gathered, determine
anything concerning religion.” But this objection is only
grounded upon the ambitious and shameless maintenance of
the Romish tyranny and usurped dominion over the clergy,
England ab- which tyranny we Englishmen long ago, by the consent of

jured

g‘;ggl’:c’;'f' the whole realm, have expelled and abjured. And how

rightly we have done it, a little book set forth, De utraque

Potestate!, that is, “Of both the Powers,” doth clearly

shew. 1 grant, that the Romish ambition hath gone
about to challenge to itself and to usurp such a privilege
Conc.Carth. from old time. But the council of Carthage, in the year
of our Lord 457, did openly withstand it*; and also the
council at Milevite, in the which St Augustine was pre-

Can. xxii.  sent, did prohibit any appellations to be made to bishops:

beyond the sea’

The Eleventh Objection of the Antomian.

énrgx. . St Augustine saith, «The *good men are not to be for-
XL gaken for the evil, but the evil are to be borne withal for

Epist. X1V the good.” Ye will not say (I trow) that in our congre-

gations all be evil.

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

N.Rip. I speak nothing of the goodness or evilness of your con-
gregations, but I fight in Christ’s quarrel against the mass,

[* See note G. at the end of the volume. Ep.]

[® The third Council of Carthage was held a.p. 397. The protest
here mentioned is to be gathered rather from the spirit than the
letter of its canons, See L’Abbé, tom. ii. col. 1165. Ed. Par.
1671. En.]

[* Ad transmarina autem qui putaverit appellandum, a nullo intra
Africam in communionem suscipiatur. L’Abbé, Cone. tom, ii. col. 1543,
Ed. Par. 1671. Eb.]

[* Non enim propter malos boni deserendi, sed propter bonos mah
tolerandi sunt. 8. Aug. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom. ii. col. 238.
Ordo novus, Ep. xcur. Eb.]
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which doth utterly take away and overthrow the ordinance
of Christ. Let that be taken quite away, and then the par-
tition of the wall that made the strife shall be broken down.
Now to the place of St Augustine for “ Bearing with-the
evil for the good’s sake,” there ought to be added other words,
which the same writer hath expressedly in other places; that
is, ““If those evil men do cast abroad no seeds of false doc- Aug. cont.

5" Parm.lib.iii.
trine, nor lead other to destruction by their example®. Y

The Twelfth Objection of the Antonian.

It is perilous to attempt any new thing in the church, Axox.
which lacketh the example. of good men. How much more Q*ﬁ““
perilous is it, to commit any act unto the which the example
of the prophets, of Christ, and of the apostles are contrary!

But unto this your fact, in abstaining from the church by
reason  of the mass, the example of the prophets, of Christ,
and of the apostles, are clean contrary. Therefore, &e. The
first part of the argument is evident, and the second part I
prove thus. In the times of the prophets, of Christ, and of
his apostles, all things were most corrupt. The people was
miserably given to superstition, the priests despised the law
of God; and yet, notwithstanding, we neither read that the
prophets made any schisms or divisions; and Christ himself
haunted the temple, and taught in the temple of the Jews. Lukexxi.
Peter and John went up into the temple at the ninth hour actsiii.
of prayer. Paul, after the reading of the law, being desired
to say something to the people, did not refuse to do it. Yea
further, no man can shew that either the prophets, or Christ
and his apostles, did refuse to pray together with others, to
sacrifice or to be partakers of the sacraments of Moses’ law.

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY..

I grant the former part of your argument, and to the N. Ru.
second part I say, that although it contain many true things,

[® S. Aug.Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom. ix. col. 58. The words here
quoted. do not oceur in the passages referred to, but the sense of the:
two chapters is the same. Eb.]
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as of the corrupt state in the times of the prophets, of Christ,
and the apostles; and of the temple bheing haunted of Christ
and his apostles; yet, notwithstanding, the second part of
your argument is not sufficiently proved; for ye ought to
have proved, that either the prophets, either Christ, or his
apostles, did in the temple communicate with the people
in any kind of worshipping which is forbidden by the law
of God, or repugnant to the word of God. But that can
no where be shewed. And as for the church, I am not
angry with it, and I never refused to go to it, and to pray
with the people, to hear the word of God, and to do all other
things, whatsoever may agree with the word of God. St
Amngustine, speaking of the ceremonies of the Jews?, (I sup-
pose in the epistle ad Januarium,) although he grant they
grievously oppressed that people, both for the number and
bondage of the same, yet he calleth them burdens of the law,
which were delivered unto them in the word of God, mnot
presumptions of men; which notwithstanding, if they were
not contrary to God’s word, might after a sort be borne
withal. But now, seeing they are contrary to those which are
in the word of God written, whether they ought to be borne
of any christian or no let him judge which is spiritual, which
feareth God more than man, and loveth everlasting life more
than this short and transitory life. To that which was said, that
my fact lacketh example of the godly fathers that have gone
before, the contrary is most evident in the history of Tobit :
of whom it is said, that when all other went to the golden
calves, which Hieroboam the King of Israel had made, he
himself alone fled all their companies, and got him to Je-
rusalem unto the temple of the Lord, and there worshipped
the Lord God of Israel.

Did not the man of God threaten grievous plagues, both
unto the priests of Bethel, and to the altar which Hieroboam
had there made after his own fantasy? Which plagues king
Josiah, the true minister of God, did execute at the time
appointed. And where do we read that the prophets or the
apostles did agree with the people in their idolatry? When-

[* Legalibus tamen sarcinis, non humanis presumtionibus (Judei)
subjieiuntur. S. Aug. Epist. exrx. cap. 19, Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685.
Ordo novus, Epist. Lv. tom. ii. col. 142. En.]
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as the people went a whoring with their hill altars, for what

cause (I pray you) did the prophets rebuke the people so
much, as for their false worshipping of God, after their own
minds, and not after God’s word? For what was so much

as that was? Wherefore the false prophets ceased not to Jerxx.
malign the true prophets of God; therefore they beat them, Heb.xi.
they banished them, &e. How else, I pray you, can you
understand that St Paul allegeth when he says, ¢ What 2 Corvi.
concord hath Christ with Belial? Either what part hath the
believer with the infidel? Or how agrecth the temple of God

with images? For ye are the temple of the living God, as

God himself hath said, I will dwell among them, and walk Levit. xxvi.
among them, and will be their God, and they shall be my
people : wherefore come out from among them, and separate Isti- li
yourselves from them, saith the Lord, and touch none
unclean thing; so will I receive you, and will be a Father

unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith

the Lord Almighty.” Judith that holy woman would not Judith xii.
suffer herself to be defiled with the meats of the wicked.

All the saints of God which truly feared God, when they

have been provoked to do anything, which they knew to

be contrary to God’s law, have chosen to die rather than

to forsake the laws of their God.

Wherefore the Maccabees put themselves in danger of 2 Mace. vii
death for the defence of the law, yea, and at length died
manfully in the defence of the same. “If we do praise,” Gont. Ser.
saith St Augustine, “the Maccabees, and that with great dentii, cap.
admiration, because they did stoutly stand even unto death for
the laws of their country, how much more ought we to suffer
all things for our baptism, for the sacrament of the body and
blood of Christ®, &c.?” But the supper of our Lord, such

[* 8. Aug. Op. Ed. Ben. Par. 1685, tom. ix. col. 635. The words
here quoted do not occur—the nearest approach to them is as follows :—
Bed (scriptura Macchabeorum) recepta ¢st ab Ecclesia non inutiliter,
si sobrie legatur vel audiatur, maxime propter illos Macchabmos qui
pro lege Dei, sicut veri martyres, a persecutoribus tam indigna atque
horrenda perpessi sunt, ut etiam hinc populus Christianus adverteret,
quoniam non sunt condign® passiones hujus temporis ad futuram
gloriam que revelabitur in nobis, pro quibus passus est Christus.—Ib.
col. 655. Ep.]
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a one, I mean, as Christ commandeth us to celebrate, the
mass utterly abolisheth and corrupteth most shamefully,

H. LATIMER.

Who am I, that I should add any thing to this, which
you have so well spoken? Nay, I rather thank you, that
you have vouchsafed to minister so plentiful armour to
me, being otherwise altogether unarmed: saving that he can-
not be left destitute of help, which rightly trusteth in the
help of God. I only learn to die in reading of the New
Testament, and am ever now and then praying unto my God,
that he will be an helper unto me in time of need.

The Thirteenth Objection of the Amntonian.

Seeing you are so obstinately set against the mass, that
you affirm, because it is done in a tongue not understanded of
the people, and for other causes, (I cannot tell what,) there-
fore it is not the true sacrament ordained of Christ, I begin
to suspect you, that you think not catholicly of baptism also.
Is our baptism, which we do use in a tongue unknown to
the people, the true baptism of Christ or not? If it be,
then doth not the strange tongue hurt the mass. If it be
not the baptism of Christ, tell me how were you baptized?
Or whether ye will, (as the Anabaptists do) that all which
were baptized in Latin, should be baptized again in the
English tongue.

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

Although I would wish baptism to be given in the vulgar
tongue, for the people’s sake, which are present, that they
may the better understand their own profession, and also be
more able to teach their children the same; yet, notwith-
standing, there is not like necessity of the vulgar tongue in
baptism, as in the Lord’s supper. Baptism is given to chil-
dren, who by reason of their age are not able to understand
what is spoken unto them, (in) what tongue soever it be. The
Lord’s supper is and ought to be given to them that are
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waxen. Moreover in baptism, which is accustomed to be
given to children in the Latin tongue, all the substantial
points, (as a man would say) which Christ commanded to
be done, are observed. And therefore I judge that baptism
to be a perfect and true baptism, and that it is not only
not needful, but also not lawful, for any man so christened
to be christened again. But yet, notwithstanding, they ought
to be taught the catechism of the christian faith, when they
shall come to years of discretion; which catechism whoso-
ever despiseth, or will not desirously embrace and willingly
learn, in my judgment he playeth not the part of a christian
man. But in the popish mass are wanting certain substan-
tials, that is to say, things commanded by the word of God
to be observed in ministration of the Lord’s supper, of the
which there is sufficient declaration made before.

H. LATIMER.

Where you say, “I would wish,” surely I would wish H. Lar.

that you had spoken more vehemently, and to have said,
«Tt is of necessity, that all things in the congregation should
be done in the vulgar tongue, for the edifying and comfort
of them that are present.” Notwithstanding that the child
itself is sufficiently baptized in the Latin tongue.

The Fourteenth Objection of the Antonian.

Forasmuch as I perceive you are so stiffly, I will not Axox.
say obstinately, bent, and so wedded to your own opinion, XIV.

that no gentle exhortations, no wholesome counsels, no other
kind of means can call you home to a better mind; there
remaineth that which in like cases was wont to be the only
remedy against stiffnecked and stubborn persons;. that is,
you must be hampered by the laws, and compelled either
to obey, whether ye will or no, or. else to suffer that which
a rebel to the laws ought to suffer. Do you not know, that
whosoever refuseth to obey the laws of the realm, he be-
wrayeth himself to be an enemy to his country? Do you
not know, that this is the readiest way to stir up sedition
and civil war? It is better that you should bear your own
sin, than that, through the example of your breach of the



N. Rip.
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common laws, the common quiet should be disturbed. How
can you say you will be the queen’s true subject, whenas
you do openly profess that you will not keep her laws?

The Answer.
N. RIDLEY.

O'! heavenly Father, the Father of all wisdom, under-
standing, and true strength, I beseech thee, for thy only
Son our Saviour Christ’s sake, look mercifully upon me,
wretched creature, and send thine Holy Spirit into my breast ;
that not enly I may understand according to thy wisdom,
how this pestilent and deadly dart is to be borne off, and
with what answer it is to be beaten back; but also, when
I must join to fight in the field for the glory of thy name,
that then I, being strengthened with the defence of thy
right hand, may manfully stand in the confession of thy
faith and of thy truth, and continue in the same unto the end
of my life, through the same our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Now to the objection. I grant it to be reasonable, that
he which by words and gentleness cannot be made yield to
that is right and good, should be bridled by the strait cor-
rection of the laws. That is" to say, he that will not be
subject to God’s word, must be punished by the laws. It
is true that is commonly said, *“He that will not obey
the gospel must be tamed and taught by the rigour of the
law.” But these things ought to take place against him
which refuseth to do that is right and just, according to
true godliness, not against him which cannot quietly bear
superstitions and the overthrow of Christ’s institutions, but
doth hate and detest from his heart such kind of pro-
ceedings, and that for the glory of the name of God. To
that which ye say, a transgressor of the common laws be-
wrayeth himself to be an enemy of his country, surely a
man ought to look unto the nature of the laws, what manner
of laws they be which are broken. For a faithful christian
ought not to think alike of all manner of laws; but that
saying ought only truly to be understanded of such laws as
be not contrary to God’s word. Otherwise, whosoever love
their country in truth, that is to say, in God, they will
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always judge, (if at any time the laws of God and man be
the one contrary to the other,) that a man ought rather to
obey God than man. And they that think otherwise, and Actsiv.
pretend a love to their country, forasmuch as they make
their country to fight, as it were, against God, in whom
consisteth the only stay of the country, surely I do think,
that such are to be judged most deadly enemies and traitors
to their country. For they that fight against God, which is
the safety of their country, what do they else but go about
to bring upon their country a present ruin and destruction?
But they that do so, are worthily to be judged enemies to
their country and betrayers of the realm. Therefore, &e.

But this is the readiest way, ye say, to stir up sedition,
to trouble the quiet of the commonwealth; therefore are
these things to be repressed in time by force of laws. Behold, Satan and
Satan doth not cease to practise his old guiles and accus- o g
tomed subtleties. He hath ever this dart in a readiness the godly
to hurl against his adversaries, to accuse them of sedition, sedition.
that he may bring them (if he can) in danger of the higher
powers; for so hath he by his ministers always charged the
prophets of God. Ahab said unto Elias, “Art thou he 1 Kings
that troubleth Israel?” The false prophets also complained
to their princes of Jeremy, that his words were seditioms Jer. xxvi.
and not to be suffered. Did not the Scribes and Pharisees Luke xxiii.
falsely accuse Christ as a seditious person, and one that
spake against Cwsar? Did they not at last cry, «If you Johnxix.
let this man go, you are not Csesar’s friend?” The orator
Tertullus, how doth he accuse Paul before Felix, the high-
deputy! “We have found this man (saith he) a pestilent Acts xxiv.
fellow, and a stirrer of sedition unto all the Jews in the
whole world,” &e.

But 1 pray you, were these men as they were called,
seditious persons, Christ, Panl, and the prophets? &God for-
bid! But they were of false men falsely accused. And
wherefore, I pray you, but because they reproved before the
people their guiles, superstition and deceits? And when the
other could not bear it, and would gladly have had them
taken out of the way, they accused them as seditious persons
and troublers of the commonwealth, that being by this means

made hateful to the people and princes, they might the more
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easily be snatched up, to be tormented and put to death.
But how far they were from all sedition, their whole doc-
trine, life, and conversation, doth well declare. For that
which was objected last of all, that he cannot be a faithful
subject to his prince, which professeth openly that he will not
observe the laws which the prince hath made, here 1 would
wish that I might have an indifferent judge, and one that
feareth God, to whose judgment in this cause I promise I
will stand. I answer therefore, a man ought to obey his
prince, but in the Lord, and never against the Lord. For
he that knowingly obeyeth his prince: against God, doth not
a duty. to the prince, but is a deceiver of the prince, and

an helper unto him to work his own destruction. He is

also unjust, which giveth not the prince that is the prince’s,
and to God that is God’s. Here cometh to my remem-
brance that notable saying of Valentinianus, the emperor,
for choosing the bishop of Milan. ¢ Set him,” saith he,
“in the bishop’s seat, to whom, if we, as man, do offend at
any time, we may submit ourselves'.” Polycarpus, the most
constant martyr, when he stood before the chief ruler, and
was commanded to blaspheme Christ, and to swear by the

fortune of Ceesar, &c. he answered with a mild spirit, “ We

are taught,” saith he, ‘“to give honour unto princes and
those powers which be of God, but such honour as is not
contrary to God’s religion®.”

Hitherunto ye see, good father, how I have in words
only made, as it were, a flourish before the fight which I
shortly look after, and how I have begun to prepare certain
kinds of weapons to fight against the adversaries of Christ,
and to muse with myself how the darts of the old enemy
may be borne off, and after what sort I may smite him
again with the sword of the Spirit. I learn also hereby to be
in use with armour, and to assay how I can go armed.
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In Tynedale, where I was born, not far from the Scottish
borders, I have known my countrymen watch night and day
in their harness, such as they had, that is, in their jacks,
and their spears in their hands, (you call them northern
gads), especially when they had any privy warning of the
coming of the Scots. And so doing, although at every
such bickering some of them spent their lives, yet by such
means, like pretty men, they defended their country. And
those that so died, I think that before God they died in a
good quarrel, and their offspring and progeny all the country
loved them the better for their fathers’ sakes.

And in the quarrel of Christ our Saviour, in the defence
of his own divine ordinances, by the which he giveth unto
us life and immortality, yea, in the quarrel of faith and
christian religion, wherein resteth our everlasting salvation,
shall we not watch? Shall we not go always armed, ever

looking when our adversary (which, like a roaring lion, seeketh 1 Pet.v.

whom he may devour,) shall come upon us by reason of

our slothfulness? Yea, and woe be unto us, if he can oppress Matt. xxiv.

us at unawares, which undoubtedly he will do, if he find us
sleeping. Let us awake therefore; for if the good man of
the house knew what hour the thief would come, he would
surely watch, and not suffer his house to be broken up. Let
us awake therefore, I say, and let us not suffer our house

to be broken up. “Resist the devil,” says St James, “and Jamesiv.
p y

he will fly from you.” Let us therefore resist him man-
fully, and, taking the cross upon our shoulders, let us follow
our captain Christ, who by his own blood hath dedicated
and hallowed the way, which leadeth unto the Father, that
is, to the light which no man can attain, the fountain of

everlasting joys. Let us follow, I say, whither he calleth 1 Tim. vi.

and allureth us, that after these afflictions, which last but
for a moment, whereby he trieth our faith, as gold by the
fire, we may everlastingly reign and triumph with him in
the glory of the Father, and that through the same our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom with the Father and the
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, now and for ever.
Amen. Amen.

Good father, forasmuch as I have determined with my-
self to pour forth these my cogitations inte your bosom,
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here, methinketh, I see you suddenly lifting- up your head

towards heaven, after your manner, and then looking upon

me with your prophetical countenance; and speaking unto me
with these or like words: “Trust not, my son, (I beseech
you, vouchsafe me the honour of this name, for in so doing

I shall think myself both honoured and loved of you,) trust

not, I say, my son, to these word-weapons, for the kingdom
of God is not in words, but in power. And remember
always the words eof the Lord, ‘Do not imagine aforehand,
what and how you will speak, for it shall be given you even
in that same hour, what ye shall speak; for it is not ye
that speak but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh
in you.’

I pray you therefore, father, pray for me, that I may
cast my whole care upon him, and trust upon him in all
perils. For I know and am surely persuaded, that what-
soever I can imagine or think aforehand, it is nothing ex-
cept he assist me with his Spirit, when the time is. 1 beseech
you therefore, father, pray for me, that such a complete
harness of the Spirit, such boldness of mind, may be given
unto me, that I may out of a true faith say with David, «I
will not trust in my bow, and it is not my sword that shall
save me. For he hath no pleasure in the strength of a horse,
&c. DBut the Lord’s delight is in them that fear him, and
put their trust in his mercy.” I beseech you, pray, pray
that I may enter this fight only in the name of God, and
that when all is past, I, being not overcome, through his
gracious aid, may remain and stand fast in him till that

day of the Lord, in the which to them that obtain the victory-

shall be given the lively manna to eat, and a triumphant
crown for evermore.

Now, father, I pray you, help me to buckle on thls
gear ‘a little better; for ye know the deepness of Satan,
being an old soldier, and you have collared with him .ere
now, blessed be God that hath ever aided you so well! I
suppose he may well hold you at the bay. But truly, he
will not be so willing, I think, to join with you, as with us
younglings.

Sir, I beseech you, let your servant read thls my babblmg
unto you; and now and then, as it shall seem unto you. best;
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let your pen run on my book. Spare not to blot my paper:
I give you good leave.

As touching this Antonian, whom I have here made mine
adversary, lest peradventure any imagination might carry you
amiss, and make you think otherwise than I meant, know you
that I have alluded to one Antony, a most cruel bishop of the
Arians, and a very violent persecutor of them that were
catholic and of a right judgment. To whom Hunericus, a
tyrant of the Vandals, knowing Antony’s fierceness, com-
mitted his whole authority, that he should either turn the
christians which believed well unto his false religion, or else
to punish and torment them at his pleasure. Which thing
Antonius took in hand to do, and executed the same against
a great number, but specially against two most godly bishops,
and most constant in the doctrine which was according to
godliness. The name of the one was Eugenius, an aged
man; the other was named Habet-Deum. This latter, as it

appears by Victor's history of the persecutions of the Vandals, Yictor de
both the tyrant and the false counterfeit bishop desired much Afric.lib.ii.

to have turned unto their most pestilent heresy. This Habet-
Deum was bishop of the city of Tamullume, where Antony
had been bishop before. And when Antony had vexed him
(as the story saith) with diverse and sundry persecutions,
and had found the soldier of Christ always constant in his
confession, it is said, that at length in a great rage he
swore and said to his friends on this wise: “If I make him
not of our religion, then am I not Antony.” It is incredible
what harms and troubles he put him to; what cruelty he
practised against him ; and it were too long now to describe
the same unto you. DBut the man of God stood always un-
moveable; and in the confession of Christ’s faith remained
ever unto the end the constant and unfoiled soldier of Christ'.
This good bishop, Habet-Deum, I pray to God our heavenly
Father to give me grace, that I may faithfully follow, through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sir, T have caused my man not only to read your armour H. Lar.

unto me, but also to write it out. For it is not only no
bare armour, but also well buckled armour. I see not how
it could be better. I thank you even from the bottom of

[* Viet. de Pers. Afric. lib. 1x, Ed. Bas. 1539, p. 663. En.]
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my heart for it; and my prayer shall you not lack, trusting
that you do the like for me. For indeed there is the
help, &e. Many things make confusion in memory. And
if I were as well learned as was St Paul, I would not
bestow much against them, further than to gall them, and
spurgall too, when and where as occasion were given, and
matter came to mind: for the law shall be their sheet-
anchor, stay, and refuge. Fare you well in Christ.

A CONCLUSION TO THE READER.

In this conference and talk between these two great
learned men and holy martyrs of Christ, thou perceivest, good
reader, the causes wherefore they, with the loss of lands, goods,
friends, and all the world’s wealth, chose rather most terrible
merciless death, than by the denial of the truth to live with
an evil conscience, in an open untruth, for a time, in this sinful
slippery world. Thine indifference understandeth that they
endured that long imprisoning, that straight keeping, that
ungentle entreaty and cruel handling, not upon an obstinate
heart nor froward disposition (being otherwise men most
gentle and tractable), much less upon any most desperate
temerity: but considering the urgent weight of the cause
for the which they suffered, necessarily to require a plain
confession, after they had examined, debated, and throughly
tried out the matter to the utmost; forasmuch as it was
given unto them of God, not only that they should believe
in Christ, but also suffer for him; and seeing they were
segregated and especially chosen to defend the gospel, they,
contemning the tender trembling of the cowardly flesh, and
setting all fleshly policies apart, buckled on them the ar-
mour of God, that they might stand manfully against the
assaults of the devil, and with the target of a firm faith
extinguish the fiery darts of the wicked; and so have joy-
ously finished their course, testifying with their blood God’s
eternal truth unto the world: testifying (I say) the mighty
power, the sufficiency and sincerity of God’s written word,
and the comfort exhibited by the same to all faithful in the
true use and participation of Christ’s holy Sacraments, mi-
nistered according to his own institution ; testifying what the
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true Catholic Church of Christ is indeed, and by what marks it
is certainly known : testifying as well what troubles and perils
of the world the same Church is subject unto; as also what
weight of eternal glory the momentary trifling afflictions
bring to such as continue in that true afflicted Catholic
Church, beholding not joys seen, but joys that are not seen:
testifying that like as Christ, (being the head of his mys-
tical body, the Catholic Church,) giveth life and salvation
unto all the members of the same; even so, whosoever is
out of that Church cannot be partaker of salvation and
life: testifying what damnation hangeth over them that
profane or corrupt the holy ordinance of God in the Sacra-
ments and ministry of the Church, as the papists in their
mass and other superstitious counterfeit God-service do:
testifying what causes moved these two blessed martyrs
with many more besides (and ought to move all that intend
to be partakers of life and salvation with Christ in his king-
dom) to abhor and abstain from the popish mass, now set
up by Satan and Antichrist in England again: testifying
how far, and in what things, every subject ought and may
lawfully obey the higher powers, and wherein disobey: tes-
tifying, finally, how dangerous and damnable a matter it is
for any Christian to credit and do after the shaven swarm of
mass-priests and papists, who, like most notorious thieves and
sacrilegers, not only rob the true Catholic Church of Christ of
her right name, and arrogantly and falsely clothe themselves
withal (by colour and pretence whereof they rob the people
of their goods, to make themselves rich, and like ravening
wolves exercise all merciless murder and tyranny against the
saints and flock of Christ, that withstand their blasphemy,
as these two martyrs most learnedly and constantly did), but
also rob God the Father of his honour, God the Son of his
humanity, merit, and priesthood, and God the Holy Ghost
of his eternal divine doctrine.
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Thus have these two blessed martyrs testified unto the
world (for God's elect’s sake) the certainty of his unfailing
truth, and- danger of his blasphemous enemies, the papists’
falsehood. :

Judge now, gentle reader, whether it is better for thee
to abide patiently thy most merciful loving heavenly Fathers
rod under Christ’s cross, in confessing the truth with these
holy martyrs, to thy eternal salvation; or to slide back into
the filthy soil of papistry, and so in partaking the papists’
pleasures and ease of the tottering world for a very short
time, to be partakers also of their just deserved plagues in
the torments of hell, among those hypocrites, to thy greater
damnation.

The Lord God give thee his light, to embrace and obey
the persecuted truth, and to judge rightly
now in this trying time of the cross, that
thou be not damned with the wicked
world for being ashamed to bear
thy cross after thy crucified
Christ. Amen'.

[* This conclusion to the reader is signed in the second edition,
where for the first time it occurs, J. O. En.]



